
RE and Humanities Faculty: (History) 

Term Year 7 
The people of the 
Medieval World 

Year 8 
The changing 

world  

Year 9 
Tension and 

conflict  

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 Year 13 

Autumn  Introductory unit (2 
lessons) 
Students are 
introduced to key 
terms and concepts 
within History such as 
sources and 
interpretations and 
explore History as a 
discipline. 
 
How did the Silk Roads 
shape our world? This 
topic explores the Silk 
Roads during the 
Medieval period 
including the 
development of trade, 
cities and religion and 
how ideas spread from 
Asia to Europe and 
Africa.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Use of evidence and 
causation.  
 
What was Britain like 
on the eve of 1066? 
This unit provides an 
overview of the key 
groups of people living 
in England before 
1066. This includes 

Why do Historians 
disagree on the 
British Empire?  
The students pose 
questions about the 
British Empire and 
seek to answer them 
through research and 
discovering the 
reality of the early 
British Empire. The 
students evaluate the 
impact of the British 
Empire and how it is 
viewed in different 
parts of the world. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Source analysis and 
use of 
interpretations. 
 
Did the Industrial 
revolution drastically 
change Britain? 
Students will learn 
about the causes, 
events and 
significance of the 
Industrial Revolution 
including the role of 
key individuals, 
inventions and 
developments of 

What were the 
turning points of 
WW2? 
Students will be 
taught about the key 
events of World War 
II such as the 
evacuation of 
Dunkirk, the invasion 
of Russia and the D-
Day Landings. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarities and 
difference  
 
How and why did 
the Holocaust 
happen?  
The students will 
also look at the 
history of anti-
Semitism across 
Europe and how this 
traces back beyond 
Nazi Germany. They 
will look at the 
actions that the 
Nazis took after 
taking power in 1933 
and the approaches 
that they took.  

Whitechapel unit 
GCSE Paper 1 
Students will be 
introduced their 
new topic and will 
start by focussing 
on Whitechapel 
and how 
conditions allowed 
for Jack the Ripper 
to commit his 
crimes and the 
factors that 
caused panic to 
spread, as well as 
the efforts of the 
police force to 
catch him . 
 
 
Crime and 
Punishment GCSE 
Paper 1 
Students are 
introduced to their 
first GCSE unit and 
are given a 
general overview 
of the time period 
and key factors 
that caused 
people to commit 
crime. Following 

Germany 
continued 
Students will study 
the development 
of the Nazi 
dictatorship 
looking at how 
power was 
consolidated and 
how the regime 
was run as well as 
how opposition 
was dealt with. 
Also, the students 
will study what life 
in Nazi Germany 
was like including 
aspects of society 
such as race and 
gender. 
 
Cold War unit 
GCSE Paper 2 
 
Students will study 
the origins of the 
Cold War from 
1941-58.  This will 
include the initial 
development 
following WW2 as 
well as the initial 
conflicts in the 

Russia – Key issue 
1 and 2 
Students begin 
their study of 
Russia by 
considering the 
background to the 
1917 Revolutions 
before looking at 
the causes and 
course of both the 
February & 
October 
Revolutions.   
 
Students continue 
to look at the 
early Bolshevik 
regime including 
the Civil War and 
the economic & 
political 
challenges they 
faced.   
 
Tudors 
Students will begin 

their study of the 

Tudors by looking 

at Henry VII’s 

consolidation of 

power before 

Russia – Key 
issue 5 and 6 
The students 
begin to look at 
the oppressive 
state that Stalin 
created to control 
the population. 
They also begin 
their study of 
Stalin’s cultural 
revolution as he 
began to alter the 
traditional and 
societal norms of 
the country. 
 
They then 
continue to look 
Stalin’s foreign 
policy and his 
journey towards 
his involvement 
in World War 2. 
Following the 
students' study 
about the course 
of WW2 and its 
impact on the 
USSR. 
 
 
Tudors 



RE and Humanities Faculty: (History) 

Celts, Romans, Anglo-
Saxons and the Vikings. 
We explore society 
through their living 
conditions, religion and 
changes they made to 
Britain.  
Disciplinary concept: 

Change and Continuity, 

Similarity and 

difference and use of 

evidence.  

 
How far did the 
Norman Conquest 
change Anglo-Saxon 
England? This topic 
involves students 
learning about the 
invasions of 1066, 
including the Battle of 
Hastings, and then 
looking at the change 
and continuity 
between Anglo-Saxon 
England and the 
Normans.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Change and Continuity.  
 

towns and mills 
across the UK.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Cause and 
consequence and use 
of evidence. 
 
What was it like to 
be involved in the 
Slave Trade?  
This unit involves 
studying the journey 
that African-
American’s went on 
from being captured 
in Africa to being 
transported and sold 
into slavery in the 
Americas. We also 
look at their 
experiences in slavery 
and how slavery was 
abolished.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Use of evidence, 
change and 
continuity.  
 

Disciplinary concept: 
Similarities and 
differences  
 
 

this they will look 
at the different 
types of crimes 
committed and 
punishments used 
against criminals 
in the: Medieval 
period. 
 
Students will begin 
their study of 
crime in the Early 
Modern Period. 
They will also be 
introduced to 
crime and 
punishment in the 
Industrial Period 
(1700-1900). 
Later, students 
will complete their 
study of Crime and 
Punishment by 
looking at 
Industrial crimes 
followed by 
looking at crimes 
committed in the 
modern era (1900 
onwards). 
 

Cold War. After 
this,  
 
 
 

moving on to 

studying how 

effectively he was 

able to govern his 

Kingdom and 

control his 

subjects.  

 
This unit then 

progresses to look 

at England’s 

relations and 

interactions with 

foreign powers 

under Henry VII. 

 

In this term 
students will 
cover Edward VI 
and look at how 
effectively he 
governed, his 
foreign policies, 
financial success 
and religious 
change.   
 
Students will 
begin their study 
of Elizabeth, her 
accession and her 
religious 
settlement and 
government  
 
Coursework  
Students 
Coursework on-
going. Students 
begin to ask for 
guidance of 
sections of work. 
1:1 meetings 
begin then 
handed it. 
 
 
 

Spring Who held power in 
Medieval England? 
The students look into 
the key events of the 

Is Olusoga right that 
slavery enabled 
Britain to thrive? 
This topic ties our 

How far did Britain 
protect its citizens in 
post-war Britain?  

Anglo-Saxons and 
Normans GCSE 
Paper 2 

Cold War unit 
GCSE Paper 2 
Key issue 2 

Russia – Key issue 
2/3 
Students finish off 
looking at key 

Russia- Key Issue 
6 continued  
Students learn of 
the period 
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Medieval Period (1000-
1500AD) and try to 
judge who held the 
most power in 
medieval England- the 
people, the King, 
nobility or the church 
and how this changed 
over time.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference.  
 
What does Mansa 
Musa’s life reveal 
about Medieval Mali? 
This topic looks at the 
same time period as 
studied in the Autumn 
term but moves the 
scope to Medieval Mali 
through the lens of 
Mansa Musa’s life. We 
look at his wealth, 
religion and focus on 
education and what 
this can tell us about 
Medieval Mali.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Significance  
  
Did Medieval women 
have a limited place in 
society? This unit 
focuses on the role of 
women in Medieval 

first three topics of 
the British Empire, IR 
and Slavery together 
to show the links 
between the topic 
and make a 
judgement on 
Olusoga’s 
interpretation.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Interpretations. 
 
What was Britain 
like by 1900?  
This bridging topic 
looks at what Britain 
was like for citizens, 
the role of Empire 
and what society was 
like more generally 
before moving onto 
the WW2 topic. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference  
 
How far did the 
assassination of 
Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand lead to 
the outbreak of war? 
Students will learn 
about the causes of 
WW1, the events of 
the war and key 
battles. They will look 

Students will look at 
post- war Britain and 
the development of 
rights including the 
creation of the 
welfare state and 
the increasing rights 
for women and 
immigrants from 
1945-1960s.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Interpretations, 
significance  
 
What did Civil Rights 
leaders really want? 
This unit looks at 
three key Civil Rights 
movements- South 
Africa and 
Apartheid, USA and 
the 1960s Civil Rights 
Movement and the 
UK at the same time. 
We will look at 
figures such as 
Mandela, Malcolm 
X, Martin Luther 
King and events such 
as the Bristol Bus 
Boycott. The aim of 
this unit is to show 
the different 
methods and explain 
why they were 

Students will begin 
their new topic by 
being introduced 
to life in Anglo-
Saxon England. 
They will cover 
Anglo-Saxon 
society, power 
struggles and the 
importance of 
1066. Then, 
students will 
continue the topic 
by discussing 
rebellions, the 
Harrying of the 
North and will also 
focus on how the 
Normans 
managed to 
maintain control 
of England. 
 
 
 

This part of the 
unit looks at the 
increase in tension 
that emerged 
between the 
superpowers. It 
profiles the key 
events which 
nearly led to a war 
and their impact. 
 
Key issue 3 
Students learn 
about the 
attempts to 
reduce tension but 
also flashpoints 
that were 
counterproductive. 
Finally, they learn 
of the collapse of 
the USSR and the 
end of the Cold 
War. 

issue 2.  Students 
then study the rise 
of Stalin and the 
power struggle 
and how he 
started to change 
the nature of the 
Communist party 
and how this 
impacted Russia. 
 
 
Tudors 
Students will 
continue to 
develop their 
knowledge of 
Henry VII by 
assessing the 
changes made to 
English society 
and the economy 
and the effects 
this had on the 
population. 
Students will also 
cover the religious 
developments that 
occurred during 
his reign 
 

referred to as 
High Stalinism. 
They see how 
Stalin became 
increasingly 
paranoid and 
intensified the 
power of the 
state. Later, 
students study 
the position of 
the USSR in the 
world following 
World War Two 
and the 
emergence of the 
Cold War. 
 
Students then 
cover Mary I and 
look at how 
effectively she 
governed, his 
foreign policies, 
financial success 
and religious 
change.   
 
The Tudor course 
finishes by 
looking at 
Elizabeth’s 
foreign relations 
and social 
changes. 
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England by exploring 
the lives of three 
Queens- Matilda, 
Eleanor and Isabella. 
This units follows the 
unit on Medieval 
power so offer a 
differing perspective on 
power and the role of 
minorities. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Interpretations  
 

at a variety of 
evidence to make a 
judgement on 
whether the war 
could ever be won.   
Disciplinary concept: 
Cause and 
Consequence and 
evidence 
 
 

different and the 
impact they had.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference  
 

Coursework – 
Redrafts 
continuous. 
Hand-in 
coursework 
 

Summer Who was the best 
Tudor Monarch? 
The students will study 
the rise of the Tudors, 
the impact that each of 
the monarchs had on 
the country and 
analyse the legacy they 
have left behind in 
order to make a 
comparison between 
their individual and 
collective significance. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference, Significance  
 
Did the World really 
turn upside down in 
the 1640s? 
Students will look at 
the causes of the 
English Civil including 

How significant was 
the ‘Great War’ for 
Europeans? Students 
will look at the way 
the war affected a 
variety of people 
including men, 
women, children and 
most significantly 
troops from the 
British Empire. 
Students will then try 
to establish why this 
war was often known 
as the ‘Great War’. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference 
 
How did the world 
change between 
1919 and 1939? 
Students explore the 

Why did wartime 
allies become 
enemies? 
Students study the 
origins of the Cold 
War in Europe 
before investigating 
the nature of the 
cost of the war 
around the world 
including Vietnam, 
Korea and Cuba.  
Disciplinary concept: 
use of evidence 
 
How has terrorism 
developed in the 
modern world? 
Students will begin 

by debating the 

different definitions 

of terrorism and 

what qualifies as 

Anglo-Saxons 
continued 
Students will 
continue to study 
Norman England 
from 1066-1088 
looking at society 
in Norman 
England including 
the role of the 
Church, the 
aristocracy and 
government. 
 
 
Weimar and Nazi 
Germany Paper 3 
 
Students will study 
the Weimar 
Republic looking 
at the 
development of it, 

Overview of Cold 
War unit 
 
Revision  
 
This term students 
will spend some 
time revising 
content from last 
year and this year 
ahead of their 
GCSE exams. 
 

Russia – Key issue 
3/4 
Students finish 
looking at key 
issue 3 and 
Stalin’s early 
impact on the 
Communist Party.  
then then begin to 
look at the 
economic changes 
Stalin brought. 
 
Students complete 
looking at key 
issue 4 and 
assessing Stalin’s 
economic 
changes. 
 
Tudors 
 

Russia – Revision 
This term 
students will 
spend some time 
revising content 
from this and last 
year ahead of 
their A Level 
exam. 
 
Tudors 
Continued to 
receive guidance 
and continue to 
develop their 
understanding of 
the sources and 
interpretations 
required and then 
revision. 
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the two sides, the key 
battles, and why the 
roundheads win. They 
will then explore the 
decisions made by 
Charles I and why he 
was executed before 
transitioning onto 
exploring what 
Cromwell did and why 
the monarchy was 
restored. 
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference, Significance  
 
How can we find out 
about Ruislip’s 
History?  
This topic reviews a lot 
of previous knowledge 
such as Anglo-Saxon 
England by looking at 
Ruislip in the 
Domesday Book and 
the changes made to 
Ruislip throughout the 
last 1000 years. This 
will both recap 
knowledge and 
introduce future topics 
such as the Industrial 
Revolution and the 
Cold War.  
Disciplinary concept: 
Change and Continuity  

interwar years by 
investigating issues 
such as the League of 
Nations, the changes 
in society and 
economy including 
the Great Depression 
and the rise of 
fascism.   
Disciplinary concept: 
Similarity and 
difference, source 
analysis and 
evaluation 
 
What was Ruislip’s 
experience during 
WW2? 
In the local study 

students will learn 

about the role played 

by our local area 

during World War 

Two and the 

experiences of the 

people living there. 

Students will cover 

the experiences of 

children who were 

evacuated as well as 

how the local area 

was involved in the 

Battle of Britain and 

the Blitz. The unit will 

culminate by 

terrorist activities. 

The first part of this 

unit will look at The 

Troubles in Northern 

Ireland and its 

causes before 

moving on to  the 

different 

paramilitary groups 

and their aims and 

tactics. Key events 

such as Bloody 

Sunday, Brighton 

Bombings and the 

Good Friday 

Agreement. The Unit 

then moves onto 

look at 9/11 and the 

impact this has had 

on American society 

and the wider 

implications around 

the world.  

Skills: Significance 

the problems it 
faced and how 
these were 
addressed. 
Following this, 
students will study 
Hitler’s rise to 
power looking at 
the growth in 
support for him 
and how he came 
to power. 
 

Students will cover 
Henry’s death and 
his succession. 
Students will then 
begin their study 
of Henry VIII by 
covering his 
consolidation of 
power and his 
methods of 
government. 
 
The students will 
progress to cover 
Henry VIII’s 
foreign policy and 
his relations with 
foreign powers 
 
The Break from 
Rome and the 
English 
Reformation. We 
end the year by 
looking at Henry’s 
final years and the 
situation he left 
for his son to 
inherit. 
 
 
Coursework – 
Establish 
background and 
teach introductory 
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studying the role 

played by RAF 

Eastcote in cracking 

German codes before 

finishing with VE day. 

Disciplinary concept: 
Use of evidence 
 
 

lessons. Students 
begin research. 
 

 


