
             

 

 

 

Film Studies Curriculum 
In the two years, they study film, students in learning, loving and living, to enable them to experience life in all its fullness through becoming 
critical readers, empathetic explorers and equipped as communicators for life beyond school. In this age of digital technology and online 
streaming, representations of life become increasingly accessed through moving image. The 2 year Film Studies journey aims for all students to 
become fluent in visual literacy; to enable them to decode and actively question the semiotics prevalent in the media and to apply their 
understanding of virtue to a the vast array of ideological visual representations. Often the medium of film is used to explore life issues and 
students proactively decode good and bad choices through visual representation. Further to this, the understanding of the relevance of context is 
developed, enabling students to make links with History, Sociology, English and wider reading and current affairs. Students develop analytical 
approaches and essay skills of textual analysis, critical evaluation and debate. 

Key Stage 4 

Students continue to build skills and knowledge in a 

range of subjects in KS4, which underpin their study of 

Film in KS5.  

The study of Sociology enables them to understand 

theoretical ideas and relationship of individuals to 

society, including through media, whilst their increasing 

development as critical readers and fluent writers in 

English enables them to analyse and evaluate different 

kinds of texts.  

The knowledge they build of people and places in 

Humanities and their ability to discuss and debate 

maturely and with empathy is also a vital skill 

developed through PSHE and RE, along with their 

growing understanding of being part of a larger world 

and this also enables them to be effective critical 

readers of film texts.  

 

 

Skill Development 

In Film Studies, we believe the ability to gain 

objectivity is the skill that underpins all aspects of 

being a competent visual interpreter. Students who 

develop the ability to question representations in the 

visual media go on to be the inquisitive and 

questioning members of society that can challenge 

mis-representation and call to account bias and 

subjectivity. The key skill of close analysis is built up 

through all key stages through the attention to detail 

of the use of language features; choice of colour and 

style in design and interpretation of fact and statistics. 

In KS5, the ability to apply critical theory strengthens 

the students’ skill of forming justified and backed up 

judgements. Further, structural skills in extended 

writing provides a firm base for higher education. In 

production, students gain necessary industry skills and 

terminology as well as nurturing their creative skills in 

order for them to become visionary learners. 

 

 

Key Stage 3 

In KS3, students build a range of skills, which are later developed 

through their study of Film, especially the foundation knowledge 

and skills about the world, critical reading and communication 

learnt in Humanities and English.  

Especially important in KS3 is the way in which students’ 

learning journey begins immediately at Bishop Ramsey as they 

are introduced to the school Virtues and learn to reflect on 

citizenship and their place in the world, both in assemblies and 

PSHE. There learning journey is embellished by responding to 

media texts in terms of how they can create meaning, influence 

and inform our lives.  

From KS3, Bishop Ramsey students are keen investigators of the 

truth and are able to question and challenge key social issues 

through interpreting media representations. Students find their 

voices in lessons and also by attending an all year group debate 

club. This journey can be developed in KS4 with our involvement 

in the ‘Speak Out’ challenge. 

Key Stage 5 

At KS5, students immediately learn the language of 

film in order for them to respond critically to a wide 

range of film texts using industry relevant language 

thus enabling them to choose a career in Film. KS5 

students are encouraged to be independent learners 

who can make justified judgements as they explore 

film narratives, theories and representations. The 

programme of study allows for cross-curricular 

elements to inform the students’ understanding of 

higher level theories in ideology, psychology and 

aesthetics that are both applicable and form an 

excellent base for degree level study.   

The Bishop Ramsey Film Studies 

Curriculum Learning Journey 

Romans 12:4 

For just as each of 

us has one body 

with many 

members, and these 

members do not all 

have the same 

function, 5 so in 

Christ we, though 

many, form one 

body, and each 

member belongs to 

all the others. 


