
(8) Harry Enfield, Sexist Posh Git Ruddy hell - YouTube

Are 
these 

attitudes 
still seen 
today?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=FNmBauXYzgc


Key idea
Sexualisation of women:

Women are portrayed as sex-objects for 
men where men have all the power.

Possible consequences?

What messages do these images 
convey about the relationship 

between men and women?



Sarah Everard  
Exploring Contemporary issues in sociology



What is the Sarah Everard case?

On the evening of 3 March 
2021, 33-year-old marketing 

executive Sarah Everard 
disappeared in South London. 
Living at the time in London's 

Brixton Hill area, she went 
missing after leaving a friend's 
house near Clapham Common 

to walk home.

On 9 March, Wayne Couzens, a Metropolitan 
Police officer with the Parliamentary and 

Diplomatic Protection unit, was arrested in 
Deal, Kent, firstly on suspicion of Everard's
kidnapping and later on suspicion of her 
murder. On 10 March, her remains were 

discovered in woodland near Ashford, Kent. 
Couzens was charged with kidnapping and 

murder two days later. The provisional date for 
his trial is 25th October 2021.

A vigil was held for Everard on Clapham Common on 13 March, 
leading to a controversial police response and four arrests for 

breaches of COVID-19 regulations.



What have been the
issues raised by this case?

• Police handling of reported assault/rape

• The under reported nature of most violence against 
women.

• The acceptance of violence/ harassment / abuse as ‘part of 
life’

• Inequality is a persistent and often over looked / 
unrecognised in society

• Curfew on men suggested by Baroness Jenny Jones -
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/mar/1
3/men-curfew-sarah-everard-women-adapt-violence

• ‘NOT ALL MEN!’, & ‘What if your mother, sister, wife…’

• Toxic masculinity

• The need to change & update laws

You will be given some 
information on how this case can 
be used to support aspects of the 

crime and deviance topic.
Consider the information and 
summarise in your own words 
how the case might help us to 

understand: crime stats, gender 
and crime, functionalist views on 
crime and Marxist views on crime 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/mar/13/men-curfew-sarah-everard-women-adapt-violence


Links to the crime and deviance 
topics

1. Crime statistics

How many violent attacks and sexual assaults on women are there? 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/explainers-56365412

In the year ending March 2020, the Office for National Statistics (ONS) 
estimated that 4.9 million women had been victims of sexual assault in 
their lives. This included 1.4 million who had been raped, or had faced 
attempted rape.

• About 989,000 men had experienced sexual assault, including 87,000 
victims of rape or assaulted rape.
In total, 98.5% of the rapists were identified as men.

Official statistics don't provide estimates of how many women face 
sexual harassment. However, surveys suggest the problem is common.

* Seven out of 10 women had experienced some form of sexual 
harassment in public.
* This number was nearly nine out of 10 for younger women.
* Over half of women had experienced catcalling
* Four out of 10 had been groped or faced unwelcome touching
* A third of women had been followed
* One in five had faced indecent exposure

• Police to record crimes motivated by sex or gender on 'experimental 
basis’ https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-56435550

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/explainers-56365412
https://www.ons.gov.uk/releases/sexualoffencesinenglandandwalesoverviewyearendingmarch2020
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-politics-56435550


2. Feminism / gender and crime
Although less likely to be victims of crime than men, women are more 
likely to be victims of domestic violence and sexual crimes. Dobash and 
Dobash’s study highlighted domestic violence against wives.

Male crime - Feminists and Postmodernists have attempted to explain 
what it is about men that makes them commit more crime. Their 
attention has focused on the concept of masculinity.

Messerschmidt (1993) argues that masculinity is socially constructed, and 
something men have to constantly work to accomplish. 

Some men are better placed to achieve this through legitimate means 
than others e.g. middle class men accomplish masculinity by working 
hard and being successful. Working class men need to use other means to 
accomplish masculinity such as crime. 

Messerschmidt does recognise though that middle class men still commit 
crime, but this might be white collar and corporate crime which enables 
their success and which is relatively hidden from crime statistics. 

LINKS TO THE CRIME AND DEVIANCE 
TOPICS



3. Functionalism - Durkheim (1895) also argued that crime occurs because it serves a purpose in society. He argued 
crime and deviance have four functions:

1.Enables social change (Functional rebellion)

Without some deviance or crime there would be no social 

change and no progress. Crimes committed by the suffragettes 

aimed to change laws which denied women the right to vote. 

Women attending the vigil banned by police in order to pay 

respects. This ultimately led to arrests of a number of women 

further highlighting the issues of gender inequality.

2.Boundary maintenance

When crime is punished, this reinforces value consensus regarding right and 

wrong and prevents further crime by deterring criminals.

The shock and horror of the death of Sarah Everard has been felt by all 

aspects of society. This has led to the discussions regarding gender inequality 

and sexual harassment of women  discussions about how NOT to treat 

women and reinforcing boundaries.

3.Social cohesion

Horrific crimes such as terrorism may create public outrage and 

draw a diverse community closer together.

Most communities are unified in their reactions to the case.

4.Early warning device

The presence of crime and deviance can act as a warning that social problems 

are occurring. Society can then take action to prevent further problems. For 

example, a high level of suicides in prison’s could indicate issues with the prison 

system, prompting changes to be made.

This case has been a reminder of systemic inequalities in society and has led 

to further calls for change in society as well as highlighting an often ignored 

or accepted problem of harassment.

LINKS TO THE CRIME AND DEVIANCE 
TOPICS



4. Marxism - Law creation and enforcement is selective:

Laws are created by the ruling class in their interests; the criminal 
justice system is used to protect the power and wealth of the ruling 
class and control the working class.

Marxists argue that the law and law enforcement only reflects 
dominant ideology, and only benefits the capitalist, ruling class.  For 
example, laws protecting private property (Chambliss, 1975).

Policing bill delay ‘shows that protest works’

Opposition MPs claimed the controversial policing bill, which could 
restrict the public's right to protest, has been pushed back. The bill 
could hand both police and Home Secretary Priti Patel the power to 
shut down protests for being too disruptive or causing too much noise, 
and restricts protests around Parliament.

It would also allow police to impose conditions on protests, such as 
start and finish times, and arrest people who breach these conditions.

• https://www.bigissue.com/latest/social-activism/policing-bill-delay-
shows-that-protest-works/

LINKS TO THE CRIME AND DEVIANCE 
TOPICS

https://www.bigissue.com/latest/social-activism/policing-bill-delay-shows-that-protest-works/


1. Choose  a contemporary 
story/event

2. Use what you have learnt during 
the induction on Ethnicity and 
Gender, as well as any of the 
theories that you have been 
introduced to, to pick out which 
aspects of the story sociologists 
would be interested in and why.

3. Create an annotated A3 (colour) 
poster.

4. These will be used for display

FOLLOW UP WORK


