
 
 

Year 7 English PoS 2022-23 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 

Curriculum Intent 
The KS3 curriculum builds from primary level skills and knowledge at the start of Y7, through to preparation for GCSE language and literature by the end of Y9.  We seek to build on students’ 
independent reading for pleasure and challenge them to develop their reading through specific library lessons and reading tasks/logs. As writers, they develop their knowledge of vocabulary and 
grammar, as well as their ability to write fluently and confidently in different styles and genres, planning and drafting as part of the writing process. As readers, they build on the word level and 
inference skills they have from KS2, to be able to analyse in essay form and utilise a range of reading skills, such as skimming, scanning and close reading/annotation. As communicators through 
spoken language, they develop their ability to work together and independently, producing crafted spoken work, as well as responding with increasing sensitivity, knowledge and empathy in 
discussion. Growing empathy for a wide range of cultures and experiences is embedded, across times and places, linked to textual study.  
 

Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life. 

The Year 7 curriculum is designed to build on from KS2 and engage pupils by revisiting familiar texts and writers and introducing them to new and more challenging texts from a variety of writers 
including Shakespeare. Pupils will develop their reading skills and their ability to make inferences about texts that they can support with well-chosen evidence. The PETAL paragraph structure will 
be introduced for analytical writing, but more able pupils may begin to develop their own styles. Writing in year 7 will focus on developing persuasive and figurative techniques that will allow pupils 
to write for a variety of different audiences and purposes. It is expected that all pupils will contribute to class discussions, read aloud and give speeches building their confidence at public 
speaking. Regular use of 5 a day memory retrieval and list 4 thing comprehension checks build metacognitive skills. 

 
 

Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them. 

Our learning journey and student overviews for each unit provide pupils with a clear outline of the work they are covering and how it builds on from prior learning at KS2 and on to year 8 and 

beyond.  Tracking sheets linked to pupil pathways allow pupils to map their achievement in the key skills across the year and to self-assess. Each SOW is structured to allow pupils to receive and 

act upon feed forward on their end of unit assessments. 

 
Is planned and sequenced so that new knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points. 
Year 7 English has been carefully sequenced to allow skills to be developed and revisited throughout the year. Unit 1 introduces PETAL paragraphs and Freytag’s Pyramid which are fundamental 
skills throughout KS3 and 4. The level of challenge in texts increases from revisiting familiar texts such as Boy by Roald and The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by John Boyne, to more challenging 
poetry by writers such as Maya Angelou and Shakespeare.  

 
Has high ambition for all pupils  
Pupils are taught in mixed ability groups so that all pupils have access to the most challenging concepts and debates and shared ideas. Writing frames and sentences starters are available for 
pupils on support/core if they wish to use them. Key vocabulary is explicitly taught and tested. Each unit has a list of suggested reading to extend pupils thinking and allow them to engage 
independently with the topics being studied.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Term/ 
No. of 
Lessons 

Topic title and overview: Building from: Building to: Assessment 

Autumn 
1 

All About Me: Creative Non-Fiction 
Students read a variety of extracts from 
contemporary autobiographies. 
Understand and identify the conventions 
of first person writing 
Develop knowledge of creative non-
fiction writing and analyse example. 
Identify and analyse writers’ use of 
figurative language including hyperbole 
for effect. 
Introduce concept of connotations and 
inference building on prior knowledge 
Freytag’s Pyramid structure for narrative 

Links to KS2: 
Reading a range of fiction and non-fiction 
Conventions of first person writing 
Drawing inferences; identifying how 
language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 
Re-reading books encountered earlier to 
increase familiarity and deepen 
understanding 
Revision of technical terms 
 
Links to other subjects: 
MFL: All years - Word class; sentence 
structure 

Developing reading and analytical skills 
essential for success in English 
Analysing writer’ methods 
Reading critically 
Development of texts 
Writer’s intentions and effect on the 
reader 
Writing analytically 
 
KS3: 
Year 7: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas, 
Harry Potter, A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
Year 8 Myths and Legends; Child 
Labour, Class Novels. 
Year 9: Of Mice and Men 

English Language 
Assessment 
Reading Assessment: 
How does the writer use 
language to present the 
character of Mrs Pratchett? 
Assessed Skills: 
1,2,3,4,5 
 
Writing Assessment: 
Creative non-fiction. Writing an 
autobiographical anecdote 
Assessed Skills: 
8,9,10,11,12,12,14 

Autumn 
2 

Exploring Creative Texts: The Boy in 
the Striped Pyjamas 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Writer’s use of language and structure  
Themes and characters 
Context – Backdrop of war, Nazi 
Germany, prejudice and the Holocaust 
Opportunities to develop own creative 
writing 

Links to KS2: 
Re-reading books encountered earlier to 
increase familiarity and deepen 
understanding 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 8: WW2; The Holocaust 
GCSE: Weimar and Nazi Germany 
 

Developing reading and analytical skills 
essential for success in English 
Analysing writer’ methods 
Reading critically 
Development of texts 
Writer’s intentions and effect on the 
reader 
Writing analytically 
 
KS3: 
Year 8: War Poetry 
Year 8: Class readers 
Year 9 Class readers 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language: Paper 1 
English Literature: Paper 1 and Paper 2 
Power and Conflict poetry 

English Literature 
Assessment: 
Reading Assessment: 
Extract from given Novel  
How does the writer use 
language to present the 
character of Bruno in the 
extract?  
Assessed Skills: 1,2,3,4,6,7 



 
 

Spring 1 Creative Writing: Narrative and 
Description Harry Potter 
Writing imaginative and creative texts.  
Look at examples exploring how writers 
use language, imagery and structure. 
Using pictures as stimulus for 
description  
How to structure a narrative – Drop, 
Shift, Zoom, Link 

KS2 
Planning, drafting, writing and editing 
written work 
Continue to develop vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation 
Re-reading books encountered earlier to 
increase familiarity and deepen 
understanding 
 
KS3 
Year 7 All About Me 
 
 

KS3 
Year 8: Myths and Legends 
Year 9: Gothic Literature 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language: Paper 1 
Questions 1, 2, 3 
English Language Paper 1 Question 5 
writing 

English Language 
Assessment 
Writing Assessment: 
In the style of Paper 1 Q5 
Write a narrative or description 
suggested by the picture  
Assessed Skills: 
8,10,11,12,13 

Spring 2 Poetry: Identity and Culture 
Studying a selection poetry Maya 
Angelou, Imtiaz Dharker, Sujata Bhatt, 
Tom Leonard, Grace Nichols 
Background of the writers and relevant 
context 
Writer’s intentions and viewpoints 
Use of language and vocabulary 
Form and structure 
Effects on the readers 
 

KS2 
Building on knowledge of poetry form and 
techniques 
Exploring how poets use figurative 
language to create meaning 
Learning poetry by heart 
 
Links to other subjects: 
History: Year 7: British Empire 
Music: Year 8: Song writing 
RE: Year 8 Culture in the UK 

KS3 
Year 8: War Poetry comparison 
Year 9: Unseen Poetry 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Literature Paper 2 
Power and Conflict Poetry 
Unseen Poetry Q27.1, 27.2 
 
A Level English Literature: 
Paper 1B Aspects of Comedy: Small 
Island 
 

English Literature Assessment 
Reading Assessment: 
How does the writer use 
language and structure to 
present ideas about identity in 
Still I Rise? 
Assessed Skills: 1,2 3,4,5, 6, 
7 

Summer 
1 

Exploring Non-Fiction Texts and 
Writing to Argue and Persuade: The 
Environment 
Introduction to non-fiction texts 
Fact and opinion 
Factual reporting 
Persuasive speeches – Greta 
Thunberg, David Attenborough 
Write a speech to promote action  

KS2 
Non-fiction text types 
Revising language techniques introduced 
Distinguishing fact and opinion 

 Reading books that are structured in 
different ways and reading for a range of 
purposes 

Links to other subjects: 
Geography: Year 7: Weather and Climate 
Year 9: USA Hazards 

KS3: 
Year 8: Child Labour 
Year 9: The Art of Rhetoric 
 
GCSE Examinations: 
English Language Paper 2: Writer’s 
viewpoints and perspective. 
Writing non-fiction Paper 2 Q5 

English Language 
Assessment: 
Writing Assessment:  
Write a speech in which you 
argue your view on this 
statement  
Assessed Skills: 
8,9,10,11,12,15,16 
 



 
 

Summer 
2 

Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream  
Introduction to Shakespeare and 
Context  
Analysing key characters, key events, 
language and structure   
Sonnet form, iambic pentameter, 
rhyming couplets 
Teaching reading strategies, 
understand, retrieve information 
Using quotations, deduce, infer and 
interpret  
Drama performance opportunities  
 

KS2 
Introduction to heritage fiction and 
Shakespeare 
Knowledge of Shakespeare’s life, Globe 
Theatre and Elizabethan England 
 
Links to other subjects: 
Drama: Year 7: A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream 
History: Year 7: The Tudors 
Music: Year 8: Song writing 
 

KS3 
Year 8:  Romeo and Juliet 
 
GCSE Examinations 
English Literature Paper 1; Macbeth 
 
A Level English Literature: 
Paper 1B Aspects of Comedy: Twelfth 
Night 
English Literary Canon 
Critical perspectives – feminist, Marxist, 
post-colonial readings of texts  

English Literature 
Assessment 
Reading Assessment: How 
does Shakespeare present the 
character of Bottom in this 
scene (Act 1 Scene 2)? 
Skills: 1,2,3,4,6 
 

 


