
 
 

Year 10 Sociology PoS 

Learning 
Key Knowledge 
Link apply and adapt 
Build knowledge and skills 
Self-regulated, reflective independent 
Know what they are good at and what to improve 
Stretched, challenged supported 
Wider ideas culture and the world 
Use technology flexibly and responsibly 

Loving 
Well informed global citizens 
Believe they can make a difference 
Shape community and school 
Care about the environment and each other 
Responsible for their own behaviour 
Grow spiritually 
Respect and tolerance 
Charity, volunteering and fundraising 

Living 
Wider learning 
Leadership, teamwork, collaboration 
Success for all abilities  
Value creative subjects 
Interactions with the world of work 
Safety, mental and physical health 
Equipped for their unique future 
Apply to the world beyond 
 

Curriculum Intent 

Provide pupils with the knowledge and skills they need in order to take advantage of opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life 
➢ Teach students key skills such as how to outline, explain, apply, analyse and evaluate. 
➢ Acquire knowledge and a critical understanding of contemporary social processes and social changes 
➢ Appreciate the significance of theoretical and conceptual issues in sociological debate 
➢ Understand and evaluate sociological methodology and a range of research methods through active involvement in the research process 
➢ Develop skills that enable individuals to focus on their personal identity, roles and responsibilities within society 
➢ Develop a lifelong interest in social issues. 

 
Clearly state the end points that pupils are building towards and the knowledge and skills required to reach them 

➢ Clear learning objectives and outcomes which make use of the AQA specification and AOs. 

➢ Students are aware of their TMG and have a clear understanding of their strengths and areas of improvement through the use of the assessment 

folders and feedforward on all assessments. 

 
Is planned and sequenced so that knowledge and skills build on what has been taught and builds towards clearly defined end points 

➢ Students study each topic in clear chunks with integrated assessments which allows them to show skill progression. 

➢ The AQA GCSE Sociology (8192) is sequenced so that regular links are made between topics, key concepts and sociological theories. 

 
Has high ambition for all pupils 

➢ High expectations clearly conveyed to students throughout the syllabus. 



 
 

➢ Regular use of stretch and challenge within lessons. 

➢ Challenging assessment tasks are used within each unit.   

 

Subject intent 
 

Taken from DfE: 
Students will develop a critical understanding and explore and debate contemporary social issues so that they are 
able to challenge everyday understandings of social phenomena from a sociological perspective. Specifications 
will develop students’ ability to think sociologically in relation to their experience of the social world around 
them, so that they are better able to play a positive, active and informed role within society. The knowledge, 
understanding and skills developed through the study of GCSE sociology will also provide a basis for further study 
and career choices  
 
Our intent at Bishop Ramsey: 
In the sociology department we seek to develop within our students an awareness of society and the key issues 
that affect people who live within it. The subject builds an understanding of inequalities and encourages a love of 
different cultures and social groups. The ultimate aim is that our students will develop knowledge and empathy 
that will enable them to make positive contributions to society throughout their lives. 

Presentation expectations for 
students 
 

Staff should provide students with yellow exercise books for all topics and keep a separate assessment folder as 
evidence of their formal assessments 
 
Key topics for staff and student organisation: 
Y10 – introduction topic, research methods, families & education. 
Y11 – crime & deviance & social stratification. 
 
Staff should encourage good organisation and presentation through half termly book & folder checks. 

Term Topic  No. of Lessons Assessment 

Autumn 1 Topic: 
Introduction to sociology 
 

16 lessons Half term assessment: 24 mark 
assessment [short mark 
questions] 



 
 

Subtopics: 

• What is sociology 

• Functionalism 

• Marxism 

• Feminism 

• New Right 

• Interactionism 

• Social issues 

• Culture and nature. 

• Sex and gender. 

• Race and ethnicity 

 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 
Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – 3 
mark (identify and) describe 
questions. 
 
Half termly book check 

Autumn 2 Topic: 
Research methods 
 
Subtopics: 

• Introducing RM’s. 

• Research design 

• The scientific method 

• Sampling 

• Practical problems 

• Ethical problems 

• Theoretical problems. 

• Primary sources 

• Secondary sources 

• Surveys & questionnaires 

• Interviews 

16 lessons Half term assessment: 24 mark 
assessment [short mark 
questions] 
 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 
Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – 2 
mark examine questions & 4 



 
 

• Observation 

• Experiments 

• Statistics 

• Strategies using a range of methods including case studies, longitudinal 
studies & ethnography. 

• Small scale research [Optional research methods project & presentations - 
see SoL for ideas]. 

mark methods in context 
questions. 
 
Half termly book check 

Spring 1 Topic: 
Families and households 
 
Subtopics: 

• What is a family? 

• Family diversity – including the work of the Rapoports on family diversity 

• Reasons for family diversity. 

• Alternatives to the family. 

• Families in a global context  

• Functionalism and the family - including Parsons functionalist perspective. 

• Alternative theories on the functions of the family - including the work of 
Zaretsky on developments in families from a Marxist perspective and 
Delphy and Leonard’s feminist critique of families  

 

16 lessons Half term assessment: 24 mark 
assessment [12 mark questions] 
 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 
Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – 12 
mark essay questions. 
 
Half termly book check 

Spring 2 Topic: 
Families and households 
 
Subtopics: 

• Marriage. 

• Divorce. 

• Consequences of divorce. 

16 lessons Half term assessment: 24 mark 
assessment  
 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 



 
 

• Theories about divorce including Functionalist, Marxist & Feminist 
theories. 

• Conjugal roles - including the feminist perspective of Oakley on the idea 
of the conventional family  

• Theories about conjugal roles including Functionalist, Marxist and further 
feminist theories. 

• The symmetrical family - including the theory of the symmetrical family 
and the principle of stratified diffusion developed from the functionalist 
perspective of Willmott and Young  

• Other changing relationships within families including parent-child 
relationships and role of the extended family. 

• Research in action: conjugal role relationships [Research methods project 
& presentations on families - see SoL for ideas]. 

Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – 4 
mark key studies questions. 
 
Half termly book check 

Summer 1 Topic: 
Education 
 
Subtopics: 

• Functions of education - including the functionalist perspective of 
Durkheim on education as the transmission of norms and values and 
Parsons on achieved status and the operation of schools on meritocratic 
principles  

• Education and capitalism - different views of the correspondence 
principle on the relationship between education and capitalism as 
developed from a Marxist perspective by Bowles and Gintis  

• Feminist views of education. 

• Comparing different perspectives on education. 

• Different types of school  

• Alternative education. 

• State or private school? 
 

16 lessons Half term assessment: 24 mark 
assessment  
 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 
Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – all 
question types in preparation for 
June mock. 
 
Half termly book check 



 
 

Summer 2 Topic: 
Education 
 
Subtopics: 

• External & internal factors affecting educational achievement 

• Social class and internal & external factors affecting educational 
achievement - including the work of Halsey on class based inequalities  
, the work of Ball on teacher expectations and Willis on the creation of 
anti-school cultures. 

• Gender and internal & external factors affecting educational achievement 

• Optional research in action: gender and subject choice [see SoL for ideas]. 

• Ethnicity and internal & external factors affecting educational 
achievement. 

• Education policies and their possible impact on patterns of achievement – 
including Ball on parental choice and competition between schools 

• Optional research in action: the ESN scandal of the 1960 & 1970s [see SoL 
for ideas]. 

• Optional research in action: school exclusions UK [see SoL for ideas]. 

16 lessons June mock: 1x Paper 1 [100 
marks] 
 
Non-negotiable AfL: 
Targeted questioning, quick 
checks & quizzes, exam practise, 
homework. 
 
Key skills: 
Identify, describe, explain, 
examine, apply, discuss (evaluate 
& analyse). 
 
Half term assessment focus – all 
question types in preparation for 
June mock. 
 
Half termly book check 

 


