
Prospective candidates for A Level Literature at Bishop Ramsey. 

At Bishop Ramsey, we follow the AQA Literature B curriculum. You can view the full 

curriculum and download it at  https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/as-and-a-

level/english-literature-b-7716-7717  

What are the principles behind the A-level English Literature course?  
Working from the belief that no text exists in isolation but is the product of the time in 

which it was produced, the A-level English Literature course will encourage you to explore 

the relationships that exist between texts and the contexts within which they are written, 

received, and understood. This is known as a ‘new historicist’ approach. Studying texts 

within a shared context will enable you to investigate and connect them, drawing out 

patterns of similarity and difference using a variety of reading strategies and perspectives. 

Students complete half termly formal assessments, and they are taught by an experienced 

team of KS5 teachers. The entry grade expected is a Level 6 at GCSE English or English 

Literature. 

Please contact Ms H. Mackay hmackay@bishopramsey.school for further information. 

 

*In 2021 there will be a Transition unit introducing reading and writing skills for A level 

literature. 

You may wish to explore some of the following as preparation for year 12 English 

Literature A level studies: 

The primary texts for year 12 are-  

Twelfth Night, by W. Shakespeare   

Small Island, by Andrea Levy 

The Importance of Being Earnest, by Oscar Wilde 

These texts are studied through the understanding of comedy as a genre. 

 

Secondary reading is therefore to do with Comedy, as well as with the primary texts. There 

is a weekly wider reading list. The reading is available in the library at Bishop Ramsey In 

either book or photocopy form. 

We recommend that you read the primary texts before deciding to explore the reading on 

the wider reading list. You may want to watch a performance of the texts. This is available at 

the National Theatre Collection. 

Go to https://www.dramaonlinelibrary.com  then scroll down the page until you see the link 
for The National Collection in the second column. Click on this and it takes you to the 
National Collection page, where you enter your log in.  
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In response to the school closures caused by Coronavirus, National Theatre is offering 
username and password access to the National Theatre Collection. For a temporary period, 
plays can be accessed remotely ensuring students studying from home can still watch them. 
You will have to apply for a username and login to The National Theatre. It is worth it and 
it is free, giving you access to lots of entertaining and stimulating plays. 
 
There is a student’s textbook that we recommend:  
ENGLISH LITERATURE B A/AS Level for AQA Student Book, by Carol Atherton, Andrew Green 
and Gary Snapper. Series editor: Marcello Giovanelli, published by Cambridge University 
Press and available from www.cambridge.org  or from Amazon Books. 
 
We would be delighted if you decide to enrol with Bishop Ramsey to study Literature with 
us and hope that you enjoy the reading preparation.              
 
H. Mackay [KS5 Co-ordinator]  
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