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A Letter from the Headteacher
Dear Student

Now that Year 11 is well underway, you will be thinking about your 
plans for the future after your examinations next summer.

There are several choices open to you:

• to enrol in the Sixth Form at Bishop Ramsey to study a two year 
course leading to A Levels

• to enrol in a Sixth Form in a different school

• to enrol at a college of Further Education

• to enrol for an apprenticeship

There are some very good reasons for joining the thriving Sixth Form 
at Bishop Ramsey:

• You will be joining one of the top Sixth Forms in the country with a 
fantastic track record of success

• You will become a member of one of a small handful of 
outstanding schools which are recognised as ‘World Class’

• You will experience an environment which is socially and 
educationally adult

• You will receive tuition from excellent teachers

• You will be able to take positions of leadership in the school 
community

• You will be able to broaden your educational experience within a 
familiar school environment

• You will be able to work in a superb learning and social environment

• You will be supported by a Sixth Form pastoral team, dedicated to 
ensuring that you succeed

We offer a wide selection of A Levels. They are the ‘Gold Standard’ 
qualification and are particularly suited to students who wish to 
specialise in particular fields of study.

We expect a great deal from our Sixth Form Students in terms of 
leadership of younger students and of commitment to their studies. 
These high expectations pay dividends in terms of the excellent results 
our students achieve. Over the past 5 years 53% of all A Level grades 
have been A* - B with 25% at A* - A.

The Sixth Form offers a life rather different from your school experience 
so far. You will be treated as young adult learners. You will have 
opportunities for Leadership, Community Service and Work Experience. 
You will have time to organise your own study. 

You will have privileges the rest of the School does not enjoy and you 
will be expected to show a level of responsibility and motivation suited 
to your age and position in the School.

There are some particular benefits of studying at Bishop Ramsey. 
You will have the use of our Cyber Café “The Hub” during designated 
private study periods, as well as use of the Library and the Sixth Form 
Study Rooms. What is more, wherever you are in the School you will 
have wireless access to our computer network on your laptop. You will 
receive more information about this during our Induction Course.

I hope that you will find this brochure useful, please discuss the details 
with your parents, teachers and careers officers, so that you make the 
right decisions for next year. We look forward to welcoming you as a 
Sixth Form student next September.

Andrew Wilcock 
Headteacher

BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

Visit our website www.bishopramseyschool.org to find our Course Guide
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Welcome from the Head of Sixth Form 
Dear Student

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to our Sixth 
Form Open Evening. Congratulations on choosing to come 
and investigate what Bishop Ramsey has to offer as you 
approach the next exciting stage of your education.

If you apply with a good GCSE profile we have made the 
decision to maintain our offer of letting you start on 4  
A Levels if you wish. This means that you can choose 
subjects with which you are familiar as well as those which 
are new without the worry of making a mistake that you will 
have to live with for 2 years. 

Students will drop one subject as 3 good grades at A 
Level will equip you to join a top University as well as an 
outstanding Apprenticeship. You will be able to take time to 
ensure that the 3 subjects you continue with are the 3 which 
will give you your best exam grade at the end of 2 years. 

We are also happy to be able to offer you the Extended 
Project Qualification (EPQ), it may be that some students 
want to enhance their 3 subjects by taking an extra 
qualification. The EPQ is worth more points in University 
applications than an AS Level qualification and offers an 
opportunity to develop the independent research skills 
which Universities require.

Our on-line Course Guide gives a brief overview of the 
content of each subject as well as how it is assessed. Please 
take time to check the entry criteria for each subject.

Tests are required in addition to GCSE grades in particular 
subjects. This is for your protection in ensuring that you will 
be most likely to succeed on the course. We have a vast 
experience in guiding students onto the right courses - this 
underpins our excellent results.

The academic success you will achieve here will be 
complemented by excellent opportunities to attend 
lectures, workshops and conferences. These will broaden 
your experiences and provide you with that ‘something 
extra’ to make you stand out from the crowd when making 
future applications. 

Every year our students make very successful University 
applications (our success rate is well above the national 
average). Every year students are accepted by Oxbridge and 
on Medicine and Veterinary Courses. Every year students 
gain places on competitive Apprenticeship schemes. If 
you join Bishop Ramsey Sixth Form and are prepared 
to work with us - you will do well, you will have 
outstanding support and quality teaching from well 
experienced specialists - giving you your best chance 
of achieving your goals.

I wish you every success with your application.

Linda Holmes 
Assistant Headteacher 
Head of Sixth Form
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Outstanding all round 
We were delighted that our SIAS inspection confirmed 
that all aspects of our work were ‘outstanding’.

Bishop Ramsey - World Class
Bishop Ramsey is one of only 43 schools in the country 
that has been recognised as “World Class”.

Essentially this award recognises that BR students 
have the skills and personal effectiveness that sets 
them above their peers in other “Outstanding” 
schools.  We are proud to be an environment where 
students can excel in this way.

BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY
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“The school is rightly proud of its 

Christian values that are lived out in all 

aspects of school life”  SIAS Report

Mission Statement
With the collective input of each individual we 
aspire to be a caring Christian Community:

• where inquiry is prized and where truth is 
sought

• where people are valued and achievement is 
celebrated

• where teachers are proud of their profession and 
where students discover that learning is valuable 
for itself

• where there are many activities and where there is 
space for quiet reflection

• where there is respect for order yet a desire to 
question and be creative

Our Strategic Vision
The School’s mission is brought to life in our 5 key 
strategic goals:

• Every learner an empowered learner

• Every lesson an outstanding lesson

• Every day at school an enriching experience

• Every relationship a positive encounter

• A school which looks outwards and beyond

The School’s budget is directed explicitly at  
achieving these 5 goals and breathing life into  
our Mission Statement.

B R O C H U R E 2018
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BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

Exam Highlights
A Level
• 14 students achieved at least 3A*/A grades.
• 25% of all grades achieved in 2017 were A* or A. 
• Our A* to B rate was 53%. 80% were A* to C grades.
• For the 9th year running we sent students to Oxford or Cambridge.

Student destinations
• Our support for Post-18 choices is excellent. 80% of students choose 

to move on to University while the remaining group choose exciting 
Higher Apprenticeships or School Leaver programmes. Of the students 
choosing to go to University 96% were successful this summer. 
Students have gone to a range of courses - Medicine at Cambridge, 
Maths, Politics, Economics  at Warwick, Midwifery at Bournemouth, 
Veterinary at Surrey, Computer Science at Brunel, Criminology at Kent, 
Mechanical Engineering Scheme with Skanska and ICT Apprenticeship 
with Firefly… just to mention a few.

Creative Pathway 
For the first time this year we are offering a 
new creative pathway where students can 
choose two or three subjects from;

• Film Studies

• Drama

• Photography

• Art
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“High quality teaching enables students to make 

outstanding progress in their studies” Ofsted

“The best thing about Sixth Form is the freedom you gain.  Bishop 

Ramsey staff encourage you to use that time wisely and will always 

support you in undertaking extra, wider study”  Sixth Form student

B R O C H U R E 2018
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BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

The School Buildings
Bishop Ramsey offers a first class learning environment,  
with state-of-the-art buildings, including:

• A 350 seat auditorium

• Two specialist music rooms and eight practice rooms

• A cyber café, the social hub of the school

• A large teaching block to house specialist facilities for Art and ICT as 
well as general classrooms

• A Drama Barn, housing two drama studios and one dance studio

• Superb study facilities for Sixth Form students

• An impressive 3 floor entrance Atrium

• An all-weather pitch for netball and football

• 11 Specialist Science laboratories

• A refurbished full size sports hall
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“The level of teaching is first class” Ofsted

“The school is a creative atmosphere that allows you to  

grow into a successful young adult” Sixth Form Student

B R O C H U R E 2018
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BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

The Sixth Form encourages an atmosphere of co-operation and self-discipline. Students will be expected to take increasing 
responsibility for their own work and actions…

…yet a well-tested system of support and guidance ensures that students are fully equipped for moving on from Bishop Ramsey.

• A quarter of students in Year 12 have joined us from other schools

• The structured Induction Programme means that all students are given the opportunity to feel ‘at home’ quickly

• A wide and stimulating range of subjects can be studied

• It is important to us that you succeed on your courses so we advise you to plan and research carefully

We ask for the following conditions to be met as our experience is that this leads to successful completion

• You must have a Grade 4 in Maths and a Grade 4 in English Language or English Literature

• You also need at least four other GCSE’s at 9-4, including two 6’s

For individual course requirements please refer to page 14 of this Prospectus and to our on-line ‘Course Guide’.

“The supportive staff enabled the  

massive transition into Sixth Form  

to be comforting and easier than I 

anticipated.”  Sixth Form Student
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“Students feel valued and develop a  

sense of responsibility for themselves  

and others”  SIAS Report

“My experience at Bishop Ramsey has allowed me 

to excel in the subjects I enjoy and has given me the 

opportunity to grow in confidence”  Sixth Form student

B R O C H U R E 2018
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BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

“Parents spoken to were very supportive of the school and praised 

the ‘superb pastoral care’ shown by staff and also spoke of the 

‘pride’ their children have in their school”  SIAS Report

Malosa School, Malawi
We have established strong links with Malosa School in Malawi. Parties of Sixth Form 
students visit every two years. Bishop Ramsey bought a minibus for Malosa School 
in 2009, and a pickup truck in 2013. Since 2014 we have been sponsoring 4 pupils at 
Malosa School, and given all manner of educational resources.

Sixth Form students - Leaders of the Bishop 
Ramsey community
Sixth Form students lead the charitable work of the school and take responsibility for running the 
House System. 

Lent Appeal Week is a major focus in the life of the School. Students organise activities to raise 
money to donate to various local and national charities.
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“The school raises the aspirations of students and inspires 

them to develop the hope that they will continue making a 

contribution in whatever community they live” SIAS Report

The House System
Much of the vibrancy of the School’s extra curricular life comes from the 
House System. Every year there is intense competition in sport, music, 
drama and other areas as the six houses battle to be Top House. Sixth Form 
students lead and support younger students in this battle.

Extra Curricular Opportunities
There are many different clubs and societies for students to join, in 
addition to the wide variety of sports on offer.

Students are 
also encouraged 
to go on a 
wide range of 
extra curricular 
activities. These 
range from ski 
trips to America, 
and educational 
visits to Vietnam, 
CERN, France 
and India. 

B R O C H U R E 2018
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BISHOP RAMSEY
A CHRISTIAN LEARNING COMMUNITY

Option Blocks (you can choose one subject from each block)

A B C D
Art Chemistry Biology Chemistry

Biology Economics Drama Government & Politics

Business English Literature Geography Maths

Computer Science French Maths Music

English Literature Maths Psychology Physics

History PE Religious Studies Psychology

Physics Photography Sociology Religious Studies

Sociology Spanish Economics Film Studies

Psychology

Art and Design Art 4

Biology

Core Science 
Additional Science 
AND Mathematics 
AND subject test 

7 
7
6

OR Biology  
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

6
6

Business Business Studies (if studied at GCSE)
English

5
5

Chemistry

Core Science 
Additional Science
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

7
7
6

OR Chemistry
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

6
6

Computer Science
Computer Science
English Language 
Mathematics 

6
5
6

Drama and Theatre Studies English Language
OR English Literature

5
5

Economics English
Mathematics

6
6

English Literature English
English Literature

6
6

Film Studies English
OR English Literature

5
5

Geography
Geography (if studied)
OR History
OR Religious Education

6
6
6

Government and Politics History, Geography or RE
English Language or Literature

6
6

History History 6

Mathematics Mathematics (Higher level) 
AND subject test 7

Modern Languages French OR
Spanish

6
6

Subject Entrance Requirements Table
Music

Music - if taken 
Grade 5 or above (Associated Board) in your chosen 
instrument is essential

6

Photography English
OR English Literature

5
5

Physical Education
Physical Education (if taken)
AND Science (any)
AND Fitness & Skills test

6
6

Physics

Core Science
Additional Science
AND Mathematics

7
7
7

OR Physics 
AND Mathematics
AND subject test

6
7

Psychology
Science (Additional)
English (Language or Literature)
Maths

6
6
6

Religious Studies: Philosophy 
and Ethics

Religious Education
OR History
And English
OR English Literature

6
6
5
5

Sociology

Sociology (if taken)
Geography
OR History
OR Religious Education

C
5
5
5

Please note: clashes can occasionally be accommodated. Please speak to the Sixth Form Team if you have a concern.
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Applying for Admission to the Sixth Form at Bishop Ramsey
For more information about the Sixth Form and a copy of the Course Guide 2018, please visit the school website at: www.bishopramseyschool.org

Here you will also find our on-line application form. The deadline for applications is 19th January 2018.

B R O C H U R E 2018
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Bishop Ramsey
Church of England School

Headteacher Mr A J Wilcock MA (Cantab)

Hume Way, Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 8EE

Telephone: 01895 639227

Facsimile: 01895 622429

email: office@bishopramseyschool.org 

www.bishopramseyschool.org 


